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More Than 25 Years of
Capturing Logistics
T he Pipeline first appeared in January 1977 (Volume I, Number 1) and

ran through January-February 1979 (Volume III, Number 1). It was subsequently

named the Air Force Journal of Logistics in 1980 and has run continually since that time.

This cumulative index includes all issues of both The Pipeline and the Air Force Journal

of Logistics through Volume XXVI.

The first 25 years of The Pipeline and the Air Force Journal of Logistics (AFJL)

record a vibrant and varied approach to military logistics. Through all the diversity of

subjects and approaches, several broad themes stand out. Perhaps most salient is the very

self-conscious effort to develop and institutionalize professional ethos among logisticians.

A significant number of authors address the issues of where and how logistics officers fit

into their organizations’ efforts to prepare for and wage war. Likewise, considerable

space is devoted to the professional, educational, and career development of logisticians.

In the journals’ pages, authors continually seek to demonstrate the need for logistics

officers to apply sound principles of leadership, command, and planning. An important

element of this trend is the inclusion of historical studies. Nearly every issue has at least

one article on the history of military logistics.

The first 25 years
of The Pipeline
and the Air Force
Journal of
Logistics record a
vibrant and varied
approach to
military logistics.
Through all the
diversity of
subjects and
approaches,
several broad
themes stand out.
Perhaps most
salient is the very
self-conscious
effort to develop
and
institutionalize
professional ethos
among
logisticians.
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Cumulative Index

Other broad themes also appear. Any perusal of The Pipeline or AFJL will expose

the reader to continual efforts to apply computer technology and automation to logistical

support management. One of the most remarkable events of the last quarter of the 20th

century was the development of computer technology, and in the AFJL, one can find a

progressive record of real attempts to develop both software and hardware for present

and future conflicts.

Change and continuity will become evident when surveying the first 25 years of The

Pipeline and AFJL. These journals present one US military service’s attempt to grapple

with the monumental changes seen in the global strategic situation. When The Pipeline

began publication in 1977, Cold War challenges for strategic and logistics planning

dominated military thinking. Today, the challenges are decidedly different. Projection

of military power must be quick and well-supplied, and logistics plays the dominant

role in transporting and supporting US forces. The pages of the AFJL and the types,

focus, and approach of articles provide a vivid picture of US Air Force efforts to redefine

its roles and missions in the ever-changing world, with ever-changing levels of financial

support.

Air Force Logistics
Management Agency
501 Ward Street
Gunter Annex, Maxwell AFB
AL 36114-3236
(334) 416-4511

The pages of the
AFJL and the types,
focus, and approach
of articles provide a
vivid picture of US
Air Force efforts to
redefine its roles
and missions in the
ever-changing
world, with ever-
changing levels of
financial support.

Relevant, timely, and informative
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The Air Force Logistics
Management Agency

Generating
Solutions Today,
Shaping
Tomorrow’s
Logistics is what
the Air Force
Logistics
Management
Agency is all
about. It conveys
our strength and
energy.

Since its inception, the Air Force Logistics Management Agency has grown

to be recognized for its excellence—excellence in providing answers to the toughest

logistics problems. And that’s our focus today—tackling and solving the toughest logistics

problems and questions facing the Air Force. It’s also our focus for the future.

Lots of organizations have catchy mottoes. Likewise, many have catchy vision

statements. We do, too. But there’s a big difference—we deliver on what we promise.

Generating Solutions Today, Shaping Tomorrow’s Logistics aren’t just words to us; they’re

our organizational culture. We use a broad range of functional, analytical, and scientific

expertise to produce innovative solutions to problems and design new or improved

concepts, methods, systems, or policies that improve peacetime readiness and build war-

winning logistics capabilities.

Our key strength is our people. They’re all professionals from logistics functions,

operational analysis sections, and computer-programming shops. Virtually all of them

have advanced degrees, some of which are doctorates. But more important, virtually all
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of them have recent field experience. They’ve been there and done that. They have the

kind of experience that lets us blend innovation and new technology with real-world

common sense and moxie. It’s also the kind of training and experience you won’t find

with our competitors. Our special blend of problem-solving capabilities is available to

every logistician in the Air Force.

Our track record puts us in the lead in delivering robust, tailored answers to the most

difficult and complex Air Force logistics problems. This can be seen in our efforts and

partnerships that are turning expeditionary airpower support concepts into real-world

capability. It can also be seen in our work in making dramatic improvements to the Air

Force supply system and developing high-impact logistics publications and our leadership

in planning and making logistics play in wargames, simulations, and exercises truly

meaningful. The message is also loud—we work the important projects that shape

tomorrow’s Air Force, and we deliver what our customers need today!

Air Force Logistics
Management Agency
501 Ward Street
Gunter Annex, Maxwell AFB
AL 36114-3236
(334) 416-4511
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The Air Force Journal of Logistics
The Air Force Journal of Logistics (AFJL), published quarterly, is the professional

logistics publication of the United States Air Force. It provides an open forum for

presenting research, innovative thinking, and ideas and issues of concern to the entire Air

Force logistics community. It is a nondirective publication published under AFI 137-

360V4, Publications Management Program. The views and opinions expressed in the

Journal are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the established policy

o f  t he  Department of Defense,
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Manuscripts are subject to

expert and peer review,
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ensure technical competence, accuracy,

reflection of existing policy, and proper regard for security.

The publication of the Journal, as determined by the Secretary of the Air Force, is

necessary in the transaction of the public business as required by the law of the department.
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Old-fashioned quality you can count on

The Secretary of the Air Force approved the use of funds to print the Journal, 17 July

1986, in accordance with applicable directives.

US Government organizations should contact the AFJL editorial staff for ordering

information:  DSN 596-4087/4088 or commercial (334) 416-4087/4088. Journal

subscriptions are available through the Superintendent of Documents, US Government

Printing Office, Washington DC 20402. Annual rates are $15.00 domestic and $18.75

outside the United States. Electronic versions of the Journal are available via the World

Wide Web at: http://www.aflma.hq.af.mil/lgj/Afjlhome.html. The Journal editorial staff

maintains a limited supply of back issues.

Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome from any source (civilian or military). They

should be from 1,500 to 5,500 words. The preferred method of submission is via

electronic mail (e-mail) to: editor-AFJL@maxwell.af.mil. Manuscripts can also be

submitted in hard copy. They should be addressed to the Air Force Journal of Logistics,

501 Ward Street, Gunter Annex, Maxwell AFB, AL 36114-3236. If this method is

used, a 3.5-inch disk, Zip disk, or compact disk containing an electronic version of the

manuscript should accompany the hard copy. Regardless of the method of submission,

the basic manuscript should be in Microsoft Word or WordPerfect format, and all

supporting tables, figures, graphs, or graphics must be provided in separate files

(preferably created in Microsoft Office products). They should not be embedded in the

manuscript. All submissions will be edited in accordance with AFJL style guidelines

and The Gregg Reference Manual, Eighth Edition.
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